
Fences For Fido is the only organization in the Pacific Northwest
dedicated to improving the lives of dogs by unchaining them. We provide
free fences, warm shelter, veterinary care, and essential support. 
We serve socially, financially, and geographically isolated communities—
ensuring every dog has the chance to live a free, healthy, and happier life.

W e  S h o w  U p  
W h e r e  L o v e  
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“What you guys are
doing is the

difference in
whether or not I  get

to keep my dogs.
They’re not just
pets. They’re my

babies.”
- Cammy

Cammy lost everything after she
got sick and couldn’t work. 

She l ived in her car whi le she waited
for her subsidized housing. A local
family offered temporary use of
their backyard, so we bui lt  a roomy,
safe enclosure where Cammy cared
for her dogs every day unti l  they al l
moved into stable housing.

Where Love 
Meets Need



Fences for Fido bui lds free, secure play
yards for famil ies l iv ing in transit ional
housing and domestic violence shelters—
ensuring that pets have a safe place to
run and play whi le staying together with
the people who love them. 

By removing barr iers to pet
companionship during t imes of cr is is ,  we
help keep families whole, support
healing, and give both people and pets
the freedom and comfort they deserve.

Transitional Housing
& Domestic Violence
Shelters Fences & Runs

This is one of our
transit ional housing
enclosures—a safe
space where dogs
can run, play, and

enjoy precious t ime
with their famil ies.



For many families, even the most basic needs
can feel out of reach  — l imited income, rural
locations, health chal lenges, or lack of
transportation can make it  diff icult to access food,
veterinary care, or other essential services for their
pets. When resources are scarce, pets can go
underfed, unvaccinated, and unaltered — leading
to preventable i l lness and disease and unplanned
litters.  

Famil ies who love their animals deeply often face
heartbreaking choices as they struggle to care for
ever-growing numbers of pets.

When famil ies have nowhere else to turn, Fences
For Fido is that l ifeline,  providing l ife-saving
emergency veterinary care and much-needed rel ief
from pain.

Life-Saving
Veterinary Care

Zoe final ly received the crit ical care

she needed for her cherry eye, cleft

palate, eye entropion, severe ear and

urinary tract infections, and hair loss.

Imagine the rel ief of f inal ly feel ing

healthy and comfortable again.

Where Love 
Meets Need



When we first met Scooby, he

was a senior dog who had a

cancerous tumor on his face.

With the help of our supporters,

we gave him freedom, gentle

care, and the comfort every dog

deserves, especial ly in their

golden years.

Where Love 
Meets Need



The cris is that began during the pandemic continues
to impact both people and animals. Shelters and
rescues remain at capacity,  housing insecurity is
r is ing, and veterinary costs have increased nearly
40% in the last few years. 

In response, Fences For Fido has funded 3,500
veterinary services across the communities we
serve.  

Every dog we unchain is spayed or neutered and
receives essential wel lness care — often their f i rst-
ever vet vis it  — helping ensure they live happy,
healthy l ives with families who cherish them.

Routine Spay
& Neuter

We partner with area cl inics to spay/neuter

Warm Springs dogs year-round and provide

free transportation to appointments.



In partnership with Madras Animal Hospital ,  Fences
For Fido holds free vaccine and wellness cl inics and
year-round spay and neuter services for famil ies on
the Warm Springs Reservation. Here, Fences For
Fido is the only nonprofit organization approved
by the Tribal Council  to provide services for dogs
and cats. 

During our cl inics,  dogs receive vaccines to protect
against rabies, parvovirus,  and distemper, as wel l  as
treatments for f leas and t icks,  and deworming. Cats
receive vaccines for rabies and RVRCP, as well  as
treatment for f leas and t icks,  and deworming.

Rural  Clinics
& Support



These simple, preventive
measures save l ives—stopping
the spread of deadly diseases,
easing f inancial burdens for
famil ies,  and bui lding a safer,
healthier future for pets and
their people.



$100,000

$22,000

$202,200

$101,400

Key Activities
& Expenses
Our most s ignif icant expenses have the greatest

impact on fulf i l l ing our mission to rel ieve

suffering and save l ives.

These essential services directly support the

health, safety,  and well-being of dogs and cats

across Oregon and Washington.

Fencing materials  to unchain dogs,

giving them freedom and safety.

Dog houses and shade structures  to

provide comfort and protection from

harsh weather.

Spay/neuter,  routine and emergency
veterinary care, vaccine and wellness
clinics  to reduce overpopulation, keep

pets healthy and prevent suffering, and

improve community animal health.

Pet Food assistance  for dogs and cats

to help struggling famil ies care for their

pets,  ensuring no dog or cat goes hungry.

Our impact operates through the col lective generosity
of our supporters — the heartbeat of our mission — who share

our vis ion for a better future.



A Reflection from the Field

When we bui ld a fence, we often step into the l ives of famil ies
facing serious chal lenges. Each fence reveals the growing inequit ies
in access to pet care across Oregon and beyond.

Where Love Meets
Need — In Practice

The fence itself is just the beginning.  
I t  opens the door for us to provide other
essential support — vaccines, spay/neuter
services, food, supplies — and, most
importantly,  the chance to l isten.

Our work brings us into the l ives and
yards of our most vulnerable neighbors.
What we’ve learned is that chaining is
rarely a first choice — it’s a last resort.
Behind every dog on a chain, and every
family struggling to access care, is a
story of someone doing their best with
what they have.

We see f irsthand the painful impact of barr iers to affordable
veterinary care. The truth is,  most of the pets who receive support
from Fences For Fido have never seen a veterinarian before.

That’s where we step in — meeting famil ies where they are, offering
compassionate, practical solutions to help them better meet the
needs of their pets,  and bridging the gaps for those isolated 
from care.

Our circle of care extends beyond fences  to include doghouses,
monthly pet food, veterinary services, and supplies — giving pets the
chance to l ive longer,  healthier l ives with the famil ies who love them.

We see the systems that are fai l ing famil ies who want nothing more
than to keep their pets safe and cared for.  Fences For Fido stands 
as a prevention partner,  offering community-driven solutions 
and a l ifel ine that keep pets and people together — where love
meets need.

By Kel ly Peterson
Co-Founder 

& Board Chair



An e lder l y  woman named Dar lene ,  l i v i ng  in
ru ra l  Cent ra l  Oregon ,  had  los t  eve ry th ing  in  a
f i re  and  was  shar ing  a  sma l l  cab in  w i th  he r
dog ,  I zzy ,  who  was  born  b l i nd .  W i thout  a
fence ,  I zzy  wou ld  wander  and  somet imes
become los t  fo r  days  a t  a  t ime .  I n  commun i t ies
l i ke  th i s ,  the re  a ren ’ t  a lways  o rgan izat ions  to
ca l l ,  so  when  a  ne ighbor  reached out  fo r  he lp ,
we sa id  “ yes ”  and  p lanned to  bu i ld  a  fence
r ight  away .

But  befo re  we cou ld  even  beg in ,  eve ry th ing
changed.  

Wh i le  out  o f  s ta te  fo r  he r  mother ’ s  funera l ,
Dar lene  su f fe red  mu l t ip le  s t rokes ,  leav ing  I zzy
a lone  on  the  p roper t y .  W i th in  hours ,  Fences
For  F ido  par tne red  w i th  a  loca l  rescue  to  f i nd
a  fos te r  home,  mak ing  su re  I zzy  remained  safe
and cared  fo r  wh i le  Dar lene  recovered .

A  month  la te r ,  eve ry th ing—and everyone—came
back  together .  Our  vo lun teers  f i n i shed  I zzy ’ s
fence ,  and  the  reun ion  between  I zzy  and
Dar lene  b rought  tears  to  ou r  eyes .

Today ,  we  cont inue  to  suppor t  them wi th  pet
food and  care—because  that ’ s  what  i t  means
to  s tay .

Recent l y ,  Dar lene  sent  a  message out  o f  the
b lue :  “ In  tears ,  wi thout  your  he lp ,  I  wouldn ’ t
have  Izzy .  Thank  u .”

That ’ s  the  work .  Not  j u s t  he lp ing  dogs—but
keep ing  them wi th  the  peop le  who love  them.
Because  when  the re  i s  no  one  e l se ,  Fences  Fo r
F ido  says  “ yes . ”

And  I zzy ’ s  s to r y  i sn ’ t  un ique .  I t ’ s  one  of
thousands  ac ross  Oregon  where  access ,  not
love ,  i s  the  barr ier .

Izzy & Darlene:
Where Love Meets
Need—In Action



When You Say
“Yes,” Amazing
Happens!

Watch 
compassion in action!

Your support makes it  possible for us to say “yes” to
famil ies who have nowhere else to turn, rel ieving
suffering and keeping famil ies and their pets together.

See the
profound,
ful l-circle

impact of our
mission.

Be inspired by the
story of the

Christmas Val ley
family with nine dogs

who final ly got the
help they needed. 

FencesForFido.org/Donate

Watch the
moment when
we celebrated

4000 dogs
UNCHAINED!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XVGp5j_RyPw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R4KTlSECEBI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MHXOLGjtwzc&t=88s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hBeICpFqCv0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hBeICpFqCv0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MHXOLGjtwzc&t=88s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hBeICpFqCv0
https://youtu.be/XVGp5j_RyPw?si=34Fs2A8SqWoMTsHL
https://youtu.be/XVGp5j_RyPw?si=34Fs2A8SqWoMTsHL
http://www.fencesforfido.org/donate
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hBeICpFqCv0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hBeICpFqCv0


“Fences For Fido changed my dog’s l i fe and my l ife. I  never knew how
unhappy he was on a chain. Chopper is the happiest dog in the world!
And you have a major hand in that. We spend lots more t ime together
now. Never again a chain!” 

– Keith,  Chopper’s Family,  Port land, OR

“Thank you so much for the food for Nito. You don't know how much it
helps us r ight now with everything that 's going on. At least he has food.”

– Nito's Family,  Salem, OR

“I wanted to thank you al l  so very much for the gift of the fence. It  has
made a tremendous difference. Kia and Kya are running and playing
together again. I t 's  been a LONG time since they've had that opportunity.”

– L inda, Kia and Kya’s Family,  Vancouver,  WA

Client
Testimonials

When Buck received his very own fence
—his mom introduced herself, beaming

with love:
 

“Hi, I’m Buck’s mom.” 

This bond is why we strive to keep
families and pets together.

Where Love Meets Need
From Kennedy, one of our clients:



FencesForFido.org

info@fencesforfido.org
503.621.9225
PO Box 80282
Portland, OR 97280

mailto:info@fencesforfido.org
https://www.facebook.com/FencesForFido
http://www.instagram.com/fencesforfido
https://www.youtube.com/@FencesForFidoVideo
http://www.fencesforfido.org/
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